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by leader of Rajya Sabha
Piyush Goyal and
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi.

During the meeting, Joshi
listed out the Government’s
legislative agenda for the ses-
sion and sought the
Opposition’s cooperation for
passage of bills.

Speaking at the meeting,
Congress leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
demanded discussions on
price rise, unemployment
and also on alleged misuse
of investigative agencies.

He further demanded a
discussion on the Sino-India
border issue and said, “The
Government did not properly
inform the Opposition about
the stand-off at the border.
In the House, we demand a
discussion on it and also on
the killings of Kashmiri
Pandits.”

Congress leader Naseer
Hussain demanded discus-
sions on the appointment of
Election Commissioner in
just one day and the
Economically Weaker
Section quota.

All-party meet: Oppn...

issued at the end of the India-
Central Asia meeting of NSAs
said it was agreed that con-
nectivity initiatives should
be based on principles of
transparency, and respect for
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of all countries, in
what is seen as a tacit
endorsement of New Delhi’s
views on China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI).

In his address at the meet-
ing, NSA Ajit Doval said con-
nectivity with Central Asian
countries remained a key pri-
ority for India and that New

Delhi stands ready to coop-
erate, invest and build con-
nectivity in the region.

On threat of terror groups,
he said financial support is
the “lifeblood” of terrorism
and greater priority should
be accorded to counter ter-
ror financing.  

Describing Central Asia as
India’s “extended neigh-
bourhood”, Doval said 
New Delhi accords “highest
priority” to this region,
adding Afghanistan is an
important issue “concerning
all of us”.

detailed exercise that the ECI
conducts for over 950 million
voters across 1.1 million
polling stations, co-opting
11 million polling personnel
ensuring robust electoral
processes for conducting
free, fair, inclusive, accessi-
ble and participative elec-
tions.

The German Foreign
Minister while interacting
with the Commission appre-
ciated the vast exercise of

electoral management by ECI
in the largest democracy in
the world given the chal-
lenges of diverse geography,
culture and electorate in
India. The German Minister
was briefed about the exten-
sive use of technology by the
ECI in the conduct of elec-
tions broadly under three
verticals of voters’ participa-
tion, political parties/candi-
dates and election machin-
ery logistics. 

German Minister observes...

In October, the World Bank
had cut India’s GDP growth
forecast to 6.5 per cent from
7.5 per cent earlier. Now, it
has upgraded the projection
to 6.9 per cent for 2022-23
(April 2022 -March 2023). 

The report titled
‘Navigating the Storm’, said
while the deteriorating exter-
nal environment will weigh
on India’s growth prospects,
the economy is relatively well

positioned to weather 
global spillovers compared
to most other emerging 
markets. 

Impact of a tightening
global monetary policy cycle,
slowing global growth and
elevated commodity prices
will mean that the Indian
economy will experience
lower growth in 2022-23 com-
pared to 2021-22 (8.7 per
cent), it said.

World Bank revises...

Adani was listed for hav-
ing pledged Rs 60,000 crores
(USD 7.7 billion) when he
turned 60 in June this year.
The pledge makes him one
of India’s most generous phi-
lanthropists, the press release
said. 

The money will address
healthcare, education, and
skill development and will
be channelled through the
family’s Adani Foundation,
which was founded in 1996.

Each year, the foundation
helps nearly 3.7 million peo-
ple across India.

Self-made billionaire and
philanthropist Shiv Nadar
counts among the top donors
in India, having channelled
close to USD 1 billion of his
wealth over a few decades to
various social causes through
the eponymous Shiv Nadar
Foundation.

This year he donated Rs
11,600 crore (USD 142 mil-
lion) to the foundation he
established in 1994, intend-
ing to create an equitable,
merit-based society by
empowering individuals
through education.

Adani, Nadar, Soota among...

Financial support ‘lifeblood’...

“There is no relationship
with upcoming assembly
elections and Karnataka’s
stand on the border issue.
For many years now, it is
Maharashtra that has been
raking up the issue,” he said.
Maharashtra has raised the
dispute and there is reaction
from Karnataka, he added.

Speaking to reporters, he
maintained there is harmo-
ny between people of both
States and it should not be
disturbed. “The case is before
the Supreme Court, our stand
is both legal and constitu-
tional, so we are confident

that we will win the legal bat-
tle. So there is no question of
us wanting to create an issue
out of it for the sake of elec-
tions. We are committed to
protect the state’s borders
and our people, and also the
interests of Kannadigas liv-
ing in Maharashtra,
Telangana and Kerala” he
added. A Maharashtra min-
isterial delegation that was
supposed to visit Belagavi
and hold discussions with a
pro-Marathi group post-
poned its schedule while
Kannada organisations
staged a protest in Belagavi.

Mah, K’taka border row...

Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis to take
up the matter with Karnataka
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Tuesday and
extract an assurance on pro-
tection of vehicles.

Amid a raging border row
between the two States, the
video showed some people
throwing stones at vehicles
entering Karnataka from the
Maharashtra side near a toll
booth at Hirebaugwadi in
Belagavi district of the adjoin-
ing State. Sources close to the

Maharashtra Deputy CM
said, “Fadnavis made a phone
call to Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
and expressed his disap-
pointment over the
Hirebaugwadi incident.”
“The Karnataka Chief
Minister assured Fadnavis of
strong action against the per-
petrators. He also assured
Fadnavis that vehicles enter-
ing Karnataka from
Maharashtra will be given
proper protection,” the
sources said.

Fadnavis speaks to Bommai

Union Minister for Information & Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports Anurag Singh Thakur during his
visit to Garuda Aerospace Drone Lab in Chennai on Tuesday. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Dec 6 (PTI) 

IT IS our culture to ensure
nobody goes to sleep empty
stomach, the Supreme Court
said on Tuesday and asked the
Central Government to see to
it that foodgrains under the
National Food Security Act
(NFSA) reaches the last 
man. A bench of Justices M R
Shah and Hima Kohli directed
the Centre to submit a fresh
chart with the number of
migrant and unorganised sec-
tor workers registered on
eShram portal.

“It is the duty of the Central
Government to ensure food-
grains under NFSA are reach-
ing the last man. We are not say-
ing that Centre is not doing

anything, the Union of India
has ensured foodgrains to peo-
ple during COVID. At the same
time, we have to see it contin-
ues. It is our culture (to ensure)
that nobody goes to sleep emp-
ty stomach,” the bench said.

It was hearing on its own a
public interest matter related
to the plight of migrant work-
ers during the COVID pan-
demic and the resultant lock-
downs. 

Advocate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for three social
activists Anjali Bharadwaj,
Harsh Mander and Jagdeep
Chhokar, said the 
country’s population has
increased after the 2011 cen-
sus and so has the number of
beneficiaries covered under the

NFSA. He submitted many eli-
gible and needy beneficiaries
will be deprived of the benefit
under the law if it is not
enforced effectively.

Bhushan said the
Government is claiming the
per capita income of people
has increased in recent years,
but added India has slipped
rapidly in global hunger index.

Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for
the Centre, submitted there are
81.35 crore beneficiaries under
NFSA, a very large number even
in the Indian context.

The ASG said the 2011 cen-
sus has not stopped the
Government from adding more
people to the list of benefici-
aries which is growing.

Nobody should go to sleep
empty stomach, says SC

■ It is Govt’s duty to ensure foodgrains reach the last man

TO TURN India into a drone skill hub, it will need at least one lakh
drone pilots by 2023, Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports,
Anurag Singh Thakur said on Tuesday. The Union Minister was
here to flag off drone start-up Garuda Aerospace’s Drone Yatra and
inaugurate the company’s first Virtual E-Learning platform.

ICMR website
hacked 6000 times
in a day: Official
NEW DELHI, Dec 6 (PTI) 

HACKERS allegedly tried to breach the web-
site of the apex health research body ICMR
but their attempts have been foiled, accord-
ing to a Government official.

The official said that hackers apparently
from Hong Kong tried to attack the website
of the Indian Council of Medical Research
around 6000 times in a span of 24 hours on
November 30.

The attacks come close to the heels of the
alleged ransomware attack that had paral-
ysed AIIMS online services here.

“The contents of the ICMR website are safe.
The site is hosted at NIC Data Centre, hence
the firewall is from NIC which they regularly
update. The attack has been prevented suc-
cessfully,” the official said.

Booking for Attari-Wagah
retreat ceremony to go
online from January 1
NEW DELHI, Dec 6 (PTI) 

VISITORS planning to witness the daily nation-
al flag lowering and retreat ceremony at the
Attari-Wagah front along the India-Pakistan
international border in Punjab can book their
seats online from the next year.

The BSF, that guards the frontier and con-
ducts the event, has launched a web portal
for this purpose -- http://attari.Bsf.Gov.In.

“Welcome to JCP Attari website Bookings
to view the Joint Retreat Ceremony can now
be made online. Bookings Open from 1st
January 2023,” the BSF said in a public mes-
sage on its Twitter handle. At per the present
system, people reach the retreat area without
a prior booking and the BSF allows them to
take seats in the gallery on production of an
ID card. The new facility is not chargeable and
visitors will be initially allowed to book 12 per-
sons in one group, 48 hours prior to the desired
day, after furnishing photo ID card details
online, a senior BSF officer said.

The booking details will be sent through an
SMS on the mobile number of the group leader
or the first visitor listed, he said.

The Attari border front, also called the joint
check post or JCP, is located about 26 kms
from Amritsar city and hundreds of domes-
tic visitors, foreign tourists and locals go every-
day to watch the daily flag lowering and retreat
ceremony conducted in a synchronised fash-
ion by smartly-dressed BSF personnel along
with their counterparts Pakistan Rangers, on
their side known as Wagah.

A senior officer said the website will start
accepting the bookings from January 1 and
an individual would be initially able to book
for a group of total 12 people, 48 hours prior
to the event, that starts between 3:30 pm-4
pm every evening. 

The BSF has now numbered the seats in the
viewing gallery so that it can hold about 20,000-
25,000 visitors daily.


