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MUMBAI : Amazon
India, in its continued
effort to build a diverse
and inclusive workforce,
announces the launch of
Aurora, a program
designed to leverage the
unique talents of individu-
als with learning disabili-
ties and provide meaning-
ful, sustained employment
to them. The announce-
ment follows successful
pilot where Amazon India
worked with Sol&#39;s
ARC, a non-profit organi-
zation based in Mumbai
that conducts vocational
training for autistic and

intellectual disability
cohorts, in harnessing the
talent of a batch of young
adults in the company’s
delivery station in
Mumbai, Delhi,
Bangalore, Chennai,
Hyderabad. We have over
35 associates working now
at our fulfilment center,
sortation center and deliv-
ery Station area. Amazon
India aims to onboard
many more people with
learning disabilities this
year.

Speaking on the launch
of the program, Liju
Thomas, Director – HR

Operations, Amazon India,
said, “At Amazon, we are
passionate about creating
a diverse workforce to
reflect our customer base
and ensure we tap into
their diverse perspectives.
We strongly believe that
diversity in the workplace
helps create a better, more
inclusive environment and

we are invested to create
opportunities for the
underrepresented cohorts.
With the introduction of
Amazon’s new leadership
principle “Strive to be the
Earth’s Best Employer”,
we have further strength-
ened our efforts to build a
culture that is welcoming
and inclusive, enabling

our employees to have a
sense of belonging, value,
and opportunity. ‘Aurora’
is yet another initiative
towards creating a truly
inclusive and equitable
workplace for people with
learning disabilities.
Khushi Thakkar, an asso-
ciate with learning disabil-
ity, at Amazon’s delivery

station in Mumbai, joined
Amazon’s pilot program
with Sol’s Arc. The pro-
gram has built her confi-
dence and social skills as
she shares in her own
words, ‘’I never thought
that I would be a part of a
workplace. At Amazon, I
am learning to scan, and
sort customer orders. 

Amazon India Strengthens Inclusive Hiring; Includes
People with Learning Disabilities in its Workforce
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MUMBAI : The
Bombay High Court on
Tuesday extended interim
protection from arrest until
January 10 to Sameer
Wankhede, the former
zonal director of the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB), in the CBI’s cruise
drug bust bribery case.

A division bench of
Justice Prakash D Naik and
Justice Nitin R Borkar was
informed by advocate
Kuldeep Patil that Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta will
appear for the central probe
agency on January 10 and
11, after which the bench
adjourned the hearing in
the matter.

Senior advocate Aabad
Ponda will begin argu-

ments for Wankhede on
January 10 and SG Mehta
will respond thereafter.
Wankhede had told the
High Court that the Central
Administrative Tribunal
(CAT) recently held that
NCB Deputy Director
General Gyaneshwar Singh
was actively involved in
the Cordelia cruise drug
bust probe, and could not
have been part of the
Special Enquiry Team
(SET).

The Central Bureau of
Investigation had filed a
First Information Report
(FIR) against Wankhede
and others, based on the
report of SETheaded by
Singh, which was formed
to inquire into alleged pro-

cedural lapses by NCB
officials including
Wankhede.

Wankhede had told the
HC the said SETsought to
give a clean chit to actor
Shah Rukh Khan’s son
Aryan Khan by “suppress-
ing material information
and evidence in violation of
legal provisions”.

The CBI FIR pertains to
the Rs 25-crore bribe
allegedly demanded by
Wankhede and others from
Aryan Khan and others
arrested in the 2021
Cordelia drug bust case.
The Bombay HC had grant-
ed interim protection to
Wankhede in May this year
and the same continued
from time to time.

Cruise ship drug bust bribery case: Bombay HC extends
Wankhede’s interim protection from arrest till Jan 10

M U M B A I : G a u r a v
(name changed), a research
student at the Humanities
and Social Science (HSS)
department at the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Bombay, is planning to go
back to his hometown in
rural Maharashtra; as the
institute has asked him to
vacate the hostel. Reason?
He has completed six years
of research.

Last week, the institute
asked all five-year PhD stu-
dents to shift to shared hostel
rooms from their single
occupancy accommodation;

all those who have complet-
ed six years of research to
move out of the campus by
December 10.

Gaurav is just one among
the many research students
who are sailing in the same
boat struggling to find an
affordable accommodation
outside the campus. “My
PhD is in social science and
in its last leg where I mostly
have to focus on completion
of writing; I can do this back
home, and can come back to
submit. But for students pur-
suing research in engineering
branches, it is impossible,

because lab support is crucial
to their research,” he said.

The senior PhD students
have already stopped getting
research fellowship after five
years, making it more diffi -
cult for them to survive now
in the city, especially out of
campus. Since Thursday, the
students, holding placards,
have been on a silent protest
mode on the campus. After a
three-day holiday, the stu-
dents gathered outside the
main building on the campus
on Tuesday evening to
resume their strike.

A researcher in electrical

engineering who has com-
pleted six years, requesting
anonymity, said, “there are
multiple external factors in
research which are beyond
our control such as upgraded
machinery, success of exper-
iments, publication of
research papers among all.
One parameter that fits all
can’t be practical here.”

Considering that the labo-
ratory is essential for his
experiments, this student
now has to find an accommo-
dation outside of the campus.
“It is impossible for me to
find affordable accommoda-

tion in Powai. Staying some-
where far in the suburbs
means spending significant
time and energy commuting,
at a crucial junction of my
research,” the student point-
ed out. As most of these stu-
dents are almost nearing the
end of their research, one of
them from the engineering
branch, said, “Regular trend
shows that a student takes an
average of 6-6.5 years to
complete the research. But
due to Covid-19 pandemic,
many students from my
batch are lagging behind as
we have practically lost two

crucial years due to lock-
down limitations.”

While the administration
has stated that it is only
implementing the existing
regulation, the students
claimed that the regulation
never included asking the
students to move out of the
campus. A researcher shared
that when he took admission
in 2019, the rule was that
researchers will be accom-
modated in double occupan-
cy hostel rooms in their first
year, whereas a single occu-
pancy room will be allotted
for the next four years.

Campus Talk: IIT Bombay senior PhD students
in fix over hostel facility; stir continues

Agniveer trainee from Kerala

dies by suicide in Mumbai
MUMBAI : A 20-year-old woman from Kerala,

an Agniveer undergoing Navy training at INS
Hamla in Mumbai, died by suicide on Monday
morning. Prima facie, it appears that she took the
extreme step due to personal reasons, the police
said. The police identified the deceased as Aparna
Nair and said that she had come to Mumbai nearly
two weeks ago. Nair was staying at a hostel in
Malwani along with 15-20 girls, Senior Inspector
Chimaji Adhav, Malwani police station, said.

An Accidental Death Report (ADR) has been
recorded at the police station. According to the
police, on Monday morning, Nair’s roommate
returned to her room at 10.30 am. Though she
knocked repeatedly, Nair allegedly did not open the
door. The roommate informed the others and the
door was broken open. They found Nair’s body and
rushed her to a hospital where she was declared
dead, the police added.

Adhav said that they were informed by the hos-
pital and are investigating the incident. Sources said
that the woman had been talking to her relatives
over the phone prior to the incident.

Will try to adjudicate disqual-

ification pleas within time

frame given by SC: Narwekar
MUMBAI : Amid the ongoing hearing of dis-

qualification pleas of the Shiv Sena MLAs, Speaker
Rahul Narwekar Monday said that he is taking all
the efforts to adjudicate the petitions within the stip-
ulated time given by the Supreme Court.

Narwekar also said that he will ensure that prin-
ciples of natural justice are followed and that rules
of legislative assembly can not be violated during
the process.

“I have planned to complete the hearings and
adjudicate the petitions within the time frame given
by the apex court. I am taking care not to affect the
principles of natural justice. I will decide on the dis-
qualification of (Shiv Sena) MLAs at an appropriate
time,” Narwekar told mediapersons in Sindhudurg.
Setting the timeline, the Supreme Court had last
month directed Narwekar to adjudicate disqualifica-
tion petitions of rebel Sena MLAs by December 31.

The apex court had come down heavily on
Narwekar over the delay in adjudication of the peti-
tion against Shinde-led Sena MLAs, saying the
Speaker cannot defeat the orders of the top court.

Dismissing the Sena UBTMP Sanjay Raut’s
allegeation over the “instability” of the state govern-
ment, Narwekar said that the government has
already achieved the magic figure of majority in the
Assembly.

Narwekar also slammed Sena (UBT) MLA
Aaditya Thackeray over his comments on violating
anti-defection laws, stating that it is the Speaker who
will decide whether there has been a violation of the
anti-defection law and not Aaditya Thackeray. “The
Assembly Speaker will decide whether or not there
has been any violation of the anti-defection laws.
Thackeray should not make any comments about it.
If the violation has taken place, I will take an appro-
priate decision. I can assure the people of the state
that I will not take any wrong decision,” he told
media.  Meanwhile, Narwekar will resume the hear-
ing of the disqualification from Tuesday, during
which the Sena MLASunil Prabhu ‘s cross exami-
nation by Chief Minister Eknath Shinde-led Sena’s
lawyer will continue.

SHORT NEWS

Samajwadi Party President Akhilesh Yadav with party MLAs arrives to attend the winter
session of the Uttar Pradesh Assembly session, in Lucknow.

The institute has asked all 5-year PhD students to shift to shared hostel rooms from their single occupancy accommoda-

tion; and all those who have completed 6 years to move out of the campus by December 10.


