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LONDON: Two British-Iranian journalists for the UK-based Persian TV
channel 'Iran International' have been warned of a possible risk to
their lives, a UK law enforcement source has confirmed, according to

a media report. Parent company Volant Media said the Metropolitan
Police had notified the pair of a recent increase in "credible" threats
from Iranian security forces, BBC reported.

Elite Iranian security forces threaten UK-based journalists

Sharm el-Sheikh: World
leaders are making the case
for tougher action to tackle
global warming on Tuesday,

as this year’s international
climate talks in Egypt heard
growing calls for fossil fuel
companies to help pay for the
damage they have helped
cause to the planet.
The idea of  a windfall tax
on carbon profits has gained
traction in recent months
amid sky-high earnings for
oil and gas majors even as
consumers struggle to pay
the cost of  heating their
homes and filling their cars. 
For the first time, dele-
gates at this year’s U.N. cli-
mate conference are to dis-
cuss demands by developing
nations that the richest,
most polluting countries
pay compensation for dam-
age wreaked on them by cli-
mate change, which in cli-
mate negotiations is called
“loss and damage.” 
The U.S. mid-term elec-
tions were hanging over the

talks on Tuesday, with many
environmental campaigners
worried that defeat for the
Democrats could make it

harder for President Joe
Biden to pursue his ambi-
tious climate agenda.
Also hanging over the con-
ference was the fate of  one of
Egypt’s most prominent
jailed pro-democracy ac-
tivists, Alaa Abdel-Fattah,
who has been imprisoned for
most of  the past decade. 
His family stepped up pleas
for world leaders to win his
release after he stepped up a
longtime hunger strike. 
Abdel-Fattah stopped even
drinking water on Sunday,
the first day of  the confer-
ence, vowing he is willing to
die if  not released, his family
says.
Egypt’s longtime history of
suppressing dissent has
raised controversy over its
hosting of  the annual confer-
ence, known as COP 27, with
many international climate
activists complaining that

restrictions by the host are
quieting civil society.
On Tuesday, more world
leaders were to take the
stage, including Prime Min-

ister Shahbaz Sharif  of  Pak-
istan, where summer floods
caused at least $40 billion in
damage and displaced mil-
lions of  people. —AP

Attendees argue with Egyptian Member of Parliament Amr Darwish
as he interrupts a press conference hosted by Global Campaign to
Demand Climate Justice on Monday  —AFP

Leaders push for climate
action, fossil tax at UN talks 

 Washington: Energised Re-
publicans are eager to claw
back power in Congress,
working to break the Democ-
rats’ one-party hold in Wash-
ington and putting the future
of  President Joe Biden’s
agenda at stake this Election
Day.
With the narrowly held
House and an evenly split
Senate, Democrats could eas-
ily see their fragile
grasp on power slip
as they face a new
generation of  Re-
publican candi-
dates.
Charismatic out-
siders and pop-
ulists, many new-
comers to public office
who have become inspired
by Donald Trump, promise to
end Biden’s once lofty ideas
and launch investigations
and oversight - even, poten-
tially, impeachment of  Biden.
Tuesday brings the first ma-
jor national elections since
the Jan 6, 2021 attack on the
Capitol, and emotions are
raw.
Biden’s party is labouring
to hold on by the most tenu-
ous of  margins. All 435 seats
in the House and one-third of
the Senate are being contest-
ed.  If  Republican newcomers
help the party seize control of
the House, and possibly the
Senate, the outcome will pose
new challenges for Congress’
ability to govern.
“I do think that this will end
up being a period of  govern-
ment that is defined by con-
flict,” said Brendan Buck, a
former top aide to the past

two Republican speakers of
the House.
Divided government has
historically offered the possi-
bility of  bipartisan deal-mak-
ing, but the Republican can-
didates are campaigning in-
stead on a platform to stop
Democrats.
Without a unified agenda of
their own, the Republicans
are running toward crises

and confrontations as
they promise to cut
federal spending,
refuse to raise the
nation’s debt lim-
it and balk at sup-
porting Ukraine
in the war with
Russia. It all points

to potential gridlock
ahead.

Republicans look to
win back power in

Congress, stop Biden
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US-Russia communication channels remain open despite war

89 migrants
allowed to 
disembark 
in Italy 

 Rome: A German humanitarian
group said its ship docked in south-
ern Italy early on Tuesday and dis-
embarked 89 people rescued at sea,
ending one migrant rescue saga as
others continue under Italy’s new
hard-right government.
Mission Lifeline posted videos on

social media of  the 25-metre (80-
foot) Rise Above freighter docking
in Reggio Calabria and said the
“odyssey of  89 passengers and nine
crew members on board seems to be
over”. 
In a subsequent post it said all 89

were allowed to disembark. The
group had waited at sea for days for
Italy to assign it a port after it en-
tered Italian waters over the week-
end without consent because of
rough seas. Six of  the original 95
people were evacuated at sea for
medical reasons.

Washington: US National
Security Adviser (NSA)
Jake Sullivan has con-
firmed that communication
channels between Moscow
and Washington remain
open despite Russia’s ongo-
ing war against Ukraine.
Addressing an event in
New York on Monday, the
NSA said that although it
was “in the interests” of  the

US to maintain contact with
the Kremlin, but officials
are “clear-eyed about who
we are dealing with”, the
BBC reported.
Sullivan added that Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration had “an obligation
to pursue accountability”

and pledged to work with in-
ternational partners to
“hold the perpetrators of
grave and grotesque war
crimes in Ukraine responsi-
ble for what they have
done”.
“I was just in Kiev on Friday
(Nov 4) and I had the

opportunity to meet with
President (Volodymyr) Zelensky
and my counterpart Andriy
Yermak, with the military
leadership and also to get a
briefing on just what level of
death and devastation has
been erupted by Putin’s war,”
the NSA said. —IANS
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