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New Delhi:The basic reading
ability of  children in India
has dropped to pre-2012 levels,
while basic maths skills have
gone back to 2018 levels, the
Annual Status of  Education
Report (ASER) 2022 launched
on Wednesday highlighted,
showing the reversal of  slow
improvement achieved in the
intervening years. 

The decline is visible in
both government and private
schools in most states, and
among both boys and girls.
The annual education status
report for rural India showed
that 43.9% of  Class I children
cannot read a letter, while only
12% can read a complete word.
Around 37.6% of  children in
Class I cannot read numbers 1
to 9. The report said the per-
centage of  children in Class
III in government or private
schools who can read at Class
II level dropped from 27.3% in
2018 to 20.5% in 2022. Large
drops are also visible in And-
hra Pradesh (from 22.6% to
10.3%) and Telangana (from
18.1% to 5.2%).

While the maximum drop
in reading abilities has been
recorded in states like Kerala,
Himachal Pradesh and Ha-
ryana, the drop in arithmetic
levels is severe in Tamil Nadu,
Mizoram and Haryana.

The ASER reading test as-
sessed whether a child can
read letters, words, a simple
paragraph at Class I level of
difficulty, or a ‘story’ at Class II
level of  difficulty. “The per-
centage of  children in Class
III in government or private
schools who can read at Class
II level dropped from 27.3% in
2018 to 20.5% in 2022. This de-
cline is visible in every state
and for children in both gov-
ernment and private schools,”
the report stated.

States showing a decline of
more than 10 percentage
points from 2018 levels include
those that had higher reading
levels in 2018, such as Kerala
(from 52.1% in 2018 to 38.7% in
2022), Himachal Pradesh
(from 47.7% to 28.4%), and Ha-
ryana (from 46.4% to 31.5%).

Large drops are also visible in
Andhra Pradesh (from 22.6%
to 10.3%) and Telangana (from
18.1% to 5.2%). “Nationally, the
proportion of  children en-
rolled in Class V in govern-
ment or private schools who
can at least read a Class II level
text fell from 50.5% in 2018 to
42.8% in 2022. States where
this indicator held steady or
improved marginally include
Bihar, Odisha, Manipur, and

Jharkhand.
“States showing a de-

crease of  15 percentage points
or more include Andhra Pra-
desh (from 59.7% in 2018 to
36.3% in 2022), Gujarat (from
53.8% to 34.2%), and Himachal
Pradesh (from 76.9% to 61.3%).
Drops of  more than 10 percent-
age points are visible in Utta-
rakhand, Rajasthan, Harya-
na, Karnataka, and Maha-
rashtra,” it said.

Decline Visible
In Both Govt &
Pvt Schools In
Most States

Kids’ basic reading ability at pre-2012 levels
Children in the age group of 5-16 are assessed in 19 languages

% of children by grade & reading level 2022

Class 
Not even 
a letter

Letter Word
Class I 

level text
Class II 

level text

I 43.9 35.3 12 4.3 4.5

II 22.3 36.2 20.3 10.1 11.1

III 14.5 27.6 22.4 15.1 20.5

IV 8.9 20.6 20.1 18.9 31.5

V 6.1 14.9 16.4 19.9 42.8

VI 4.4 10.6 13 19.2 52.8

VII 3.1 8 9.7 17.1 62.1

VIII 2.5 5.8 7.5 14.7 69.5
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Trends over time

% of children in Class II who can read Class II level text

2012 2014 2016 2018 2022
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% of children by grade and arithmetic level

Recognise numbers

Class
Not even 

1-9
1-9 11-99 Substract Divide

I 37.6 36.8 19.8 4.1 1.7

II 16.9 36.1 33.1 10.1 3.9

III 9.8 27.6 36.8 17.6 8.3

IV 5.8 20.2 35.3 22.9 15.9

V 3.7 14.6 31.8 24.3 25.6

VI 2.8 10.2 30.4 24.9 31.7

VII 1.9 7.3 28.3 24.7 37.8

VIII 1.6 5.2 25.5 23.1 44.6

Trends over time

% of children in Class III who can do atleast substraction

2012 2014 2016 2018 2022

 Govt   Pvt   All
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28.2
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New Delhi: Despite school
closures during the pandem-
ic, overall enrolment figures
have increased from 97.2% in
2018 to 98.4% in 2022, record-
ing the highest enrolment for
the 6-14 age group, according
to the Annual Status of  Edu-
cation Report (ASER) 2022. 

The annual status of  edu-
cation in rural India also
highlighted that now almost
one-third of  the students
from classes I to VIII are now
taking paid private tuitions.

The big turnaround dur-
ing this period is the rebound
of  enrolment in government
schools. Government school
enrolment in this age group
had seen a steady decline
from 2006 to 2014 to record
64.9% and remained around
that figure till 2018. 

In 2018 it increased to
65.6% and thereafter reac-

hed 72.9% in 2022. This is 
visible in all states/ UTs in
the country. 

Another improvement
marker highlighted in ASER
2022 released on Wednesday
is the lowest ever rate for the
proportion of  girls out of
school — down to 2% from
4.1% in 2018 and 10.3% in 2006.
This becomes significant as
nationally now a lesser num-
ber of  girls in the 15 to 16 age
group are out of  school. 

Hoevever, MP, UP and
Chhattisgarh present causes
for concern since they con-
tinue to have more than 10%
of  these older age group girls
out of  schools. 

ASER 2022 returned after
a gap of  four years, reaching
616 rural districts. This
year’s data comes after
schools reopened after pro-
longed closures due to the Co-
vid pandemic. 

The latest study surveyed
a total of  19,060 villages in ru-
ral India, which include
3,74,544 households and
6,99,597 children in the age
group 3 to 16.

The report also observed
that the proportion of  gov-
ernment schools with less
than 60 students enrolled has
increased every year over
the last decade. Nationally,
this figure was 17.3% in 2010,
24% in 2014, 29.4% in 2018,
and stands at 29.9% in 2022. 

The states with the high-
est proportion of  small
schools in 2022 include Hi-
machal (81.4%) and Uttarak-
hand (74%). 

However, some states
show a decrease in the frac-
tion of  small schools, such as
UP (from 10.4% in 2018 to
7.9% in 2022) and Kerala
(from 24.1% in 2018 to 16.2% in
2022).

Rural school enrolments in
6-14 age group reaches 98% 
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Kanpur: A civic worker of  the
carriage and wagon depart-
ment of  the Railways has been
arrested for allegedly raping a
minor schoolgirl in a train
standing at the railway station
in Etawah. The crime, which
took place on January 15, came
to light after the girl’s parents
lodged an FIR on January 17. 

The class 10 student had left

house after being scolded by
parents to reach her grandfa-
ther’s place in Mahoba but in-
advertently boarded the Jhan-
si-Etawah Intercity train.
When it reached Etawah, all
passengers got down and she
stayed in the compartment. A
civic worker who came to clean
the train raped her on the pre-
text of  helping her, police said.

Girl flees home, raped in train

New Delhi: Stating that the
Centre and the Jharkhand gov-
ernment have decided that the
Jain site of  Sammed Shikharji
will remain a place of  pilgrim-
age and not be converted into a
tourism hub, National Com-
mission for Minorities chair-
person Iqbal Singh Lalpura on
Wednesday said authorities
have also been asked to add the
word “holy/religious” to the
notification in place of  tourist
site.

“Jains all over the country
were protesting against declar-
ing Sammed Shikharji Hill as a
tourist place. NCM took up the
matter with the Jharkhand
government and the ministry
of  environment and forests.
The Centre and the Jharkhand
government have decided that
it will remain a pilgrim place.
No alcohol or meat will be al-
lowed there,” Lalpura said at a
press conference at the NCM
headquarters in Delhi.

A hearing in this matter
was held in NCM on Tuesday,
he added. “The concerned au-
thorities have been advised to
review the government notifi-
cation to add the word ‘holy/re-
ligious’ so that the sanctity of
the area can be maintained.
This will resolve the long pend-
ing demand of  the Jain commu-
nity,” Lalpura said. He said that
the Jharkhand government
has assured that it would issue
an official order in the matter
soon. 

NCM to govt: Add
‘holy/religious’ to

notification on
Sammed Shikharji

Chennai: For Sanjana, her
skills in rustling up mouthwa-
tering biryani has been a game-
changer. The transsexual, who
was into prostitution and beg-
ging for over 15 years, mastered
the art of  making the dish,
which helped her bag a job as a
cooking master at Chennai
Trans Kitchen, the first trans-
sexual-only restaurant in Chen-
nai, the third in Tamil Nadu.
The restaurant was inaugu-
rated in Kolathur on Wednesday.

“I lived on streets in Mum-
bai, Pune and Chennai. Those 15
years were horrible but it was
the only way I could make a liv-
ing,” said Sanjana. “I thought
there was no way out until I met
Jeeva akka, the proprietor of
Chennai Trans Kitchen.”

First trans kitchen
opens in Chennai
Yazhiniyan@timesgroup.com
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